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ry i., and of Geoffrey Plantagenet, and suc-
ceeded Stephen as king in 1154. A vigorous,
hard-working man, skilled in diplomacy, and
a lover of the law, Henry revoked his pre-
decessor's grants of crown lands, destroyed
Lhe 'adulterine' castles built by the barons,
expelled all mercenaries, and abolished the
'fiscal' earldoms. To free himself from depen-
dence on the barons, he took from them scu-
tage in lieu of personal service for forty days
(1159). In 1170 the Inquest of Sheriffs was
followed by the dismissal of most of the sher-
iffs. The barons rose with the king's own
sons, but the rebellion was speedily crushed
by Henry n., who secured the passage of laws
by which the baronial power was still fur-
ther checked, the people 'were armed, and the
king's supremacy over the forests firmly es-
tablished. Henry's reign marks the develop-
ment of the jury system, which was now
used for judicial and financial matters. See
Green's Henry II. (1888).

Henry III. (1207-72), king of England,
the eldest son of John and Isabella, was
crowned king of England, 1216* As Henry
was only a child, England was governed till
1232 by ministers. Pious, and a lover of art
and literature, Henry m. so far represented
the age in which he lived; but he was faith-
less, wanting in energy, and irresolute. Con-
sequently his reign was full of troubles. In
1236 Henry married Eleanor of Provence,
and a host of Provencals invaded England.
From this time the opposition of the clergy
and barons became more and more pro-
nounced. The crisis came to a head through
Henry's acceptance of the crown of Sicily
for his second son, Edmund. In 1258, a Par-
liament known as the 'Mad Parliament,' was
called to Oxford, and from 1258-64 a strug-
gle took place between the king and the bar-
ons resulting in the defeat of Henry who
promised to accept the Provisions of Ox-
ford giving more power to the barons. On
Nov. 16, 1272, Henry m. died at Westmin-
ster, and was buried in the abbey. See Nor-
gate's England Under the Angevin Kings
(1887); id., The Early Plantagenets (1876).

Henry IV. (*367-i4i3), king of England,
son of John of Gaunt, succeeded Richard n.
in 1399. Henry's accession to the throne came
after he had secured the abdication of Rich-
ard n. A rebellion broke out in Wales, but
the Welsh were defeated. In 1405 Scrope,
Archbishop of York, rebelled, but was easily
overthrown; and in 1408, at Bramham Moor,
the Percies were subdued. Meanwhile Hen-
,ry had given Parliament considerable pow-

ers, and in 1407 the Commons gained the
right of initiating money grants. Secure in
the support of the church and of Parliament,
Henry inaugurated a policy of opposition
to the Lollards and an era of premature con-
stitutional government. He lived in dread
lest his son take his throne. See Wyli'j's Eng-
land under Henry IV. (1884-98), and Stubb's
Constitutional History of England (1891).
Henry V. (1387-1422), king of England,
son of Henry iv., whom he succeeded *n 1413.
The Lollard movement caused the govern-
ment anxiety, and Henry continued his fa-
ther's repressive policy. Meanwhile the rav-
age of privateers from Normandy made an
invasion of France popular. Henry became
regent of France, with the right of succession,
and married the French princess Catherine.
For the rest of his life Henry was occupied in
Anglicizing Normandy, and in checking ris-
ings in France against the English predomi-
nance. See Kingsford's Henry V., and
Church's Henry V. (1889).
Henry VI. (1421-71), king of England,
the son of Henry /., became king in 1422.
During his long minority (till 1442) the
Privy Council, under the control of Parlia-
ment, governed the country. The Duke of
Bedford, Henry v.'s eldest brother, was re-
gent in France; and Gloucester, his 3roung-
est brother, was made protector of the realm.
Bedford made a league with the dukes of
Bugundy. Then Orleans (1428-29) was saved
by Jeanne d'Arc. Though Henry vr. was
crowned in Paris, the conclusion of peace be-
tween Charles vn. of France and Burgundy
of Bedford (1435), ruined the success of the
English in France. In 1453, with the excep-
tion of Calais, there was total loss of the
English possessions in France, In 1455 the
wars of the Roses opened and during the rest
of Henry vr.'s reign the Yorkists, or sup-
porters of Richard, Duke of York, fought
against the Lancastrians, or supporters of
the ruling dynasty. Edward, York's eldest
son, having won Mortimer's Cross, entered
London (February 26), and was proclaimed
king. In 1471 Henry vx. was murdered in the
Tower of London. See Stubbs's Constitution-
al History of England (1891), and Green's
History of the English People (several edi-
tions) .
p Henry VII. (1457-1309), king of England,
the son of Edmund Tudor and Margaret
Beaufort, succeeded to the crown after de-
feating Richard rn. at the battle of Bos-
worth in 1485. In the following year he
strengthened his position by marrying Eliza*